


WHY	THE	“CONCRETE	INITIATIVE”?	
•  Pro-ac7ve	(and	successful)	posi7oning	of	
other	construc7on	materials	in	the	poli7cal,	
regulatory	and	norma7ve	debates;	

•  Relevant	and	impac7ng	regulatory	ini7a7ves	
at	both	EU	and	na7onal	levels;	

•  Remaining	silent	is	not	an	op7on;	
•  The	need	to	redefine	our	posi7oning	became	
an	evidence	and	a	priority.	



BUILDING	BLOCKS	
•  Aim:	to	promote	concrete	as	the	backbone	of	
sustainable	and	posi7on	the	sector	at	the	centre	of	
the	debate	with	a	simple	and	forward-looking	
message	

•  Target	audience:	EU	policymakers	and	stakeholders	

•  Condi1ons:	1.	Complementarity	to	na7onal	
campaigns	and	2.	One	voice	

•  Philosophy:	pro-ac7ve,	on	our	own	ground	(not	
defensive)	and	solu7on-driven			



CONCRETE	PARTNERSHIP	
•  A	focus	on	concrete	enables	to	link	our	
product	to	the	market	and	the	policy	debate	

•  One	united	voice:	CEMBUREAU,	BIBM,	
ERMCO,	UEPG	

•  Enlarge	the	debate	with	other	stakeholders:	
architects	and	urbanists,	firefighters,	insurers,	
financial	sector,	policy	makers,	…	



CONCRETE	MESSAGES	
•  A	few	core	principles		

– Focus	on	sustainable	construc7on	&	infrastructure	
– Centred	on	the	European	agenda	
– Core	messages	with	EU-wide	resonance	
– Across	the	three	pillars	of	sustainable	
construc7on	

– Simple	and	understandable	messages	
– “on	our	own	turf”	and	not	defensive		
–  In	full	coherence	with	exis7ng	campaigns	



CONCRETE	MESSAGES	
Across	the	three	pillars	
•  Responding	to	Europe’s	social	needs:	flexible,	
resilient,	safe,	affordable	and	responsible	

•  An	engine	for	economic	growth:	local,	
integrated	in	the	economy,	mul7plier	effect,	
innova7on	

•  Working	for	a	sustainable	environment:	
whole-life	performance,	energy/thermal	
efficiency,	circular	economy,	biodiversity		



PROGRESS	SO	FAR	
•  Launch	in	May	2014	
Work	programme	each	year	comprising:	
•  Events	in	Brussels	(spreading	our	message)	
•  Studies	(contribu7ng	to	the	body	of	
knowledge	and	suppor7ng	our	messages)	

•  Posi7on	papers,	policy	input	and	fact	sheets	



TOOLS	
– Publication /manifesto 
– Website (www.theconcreteinitiative.eu) 
– Video 
– Fact sheets 
– Studies 
 



EU INITIATIVES AND HOW THE 
SECTOR RESPONDS 



EU	INITIATIVES	
•  Circular	economy	

•  Energy	performance	of	buildings	

•  Finance	



CIRCULAR	ECONOMY	
EU	ini7a7ves:	
•  Circular	economy	package	

– Waste	Framework	Direc7ve	

•  Protocol	for	C&D	waste	management		



CIRCULAR	ECONOMY	
Concrete	sector’s	response	
	
•  Overall	goal	

–  Ensure	full	understanding/recogni7on	of	our	CDW	
posi7on		

•  Sector	ini7a7ves	
–  Input	to	policy-makers	
–  Thema7c	lunch	C&DW	2014	
–  Fact	sheets	
–  Study	“Closing	the	loop:	what	kind	of	concrete	re-use	
is	the	most	sustainable	op7on?	
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CLOSING THE LOOP – WHAT TYPE OF 
CONCRETE RE-USE IS THE MOST 
SUSTAINABLE OPTION? 

STUDY – BY ECRA 



STUDY	–	BY	ECRA	
•  LCA	(life-cycle	analysis)	used	to	evaluate	the	
impact	of	producing	concrete	with	primary	
raw	materials	or	recycled	concrete	
aggregates,	or	using	the	waste	concrete	in	
road	construc7on.		

•  See	presenta7on	by	Jochen	Reiners	(ECRA)	
later	in	the	programme	



DEMOLITION,	DECONTAMINATION,	RECYCLING	EXPO		

•  14-16	June	2017,	Brussels	
•  Concrete	workshop,	14	June	
•  Panel	in	plenary,	15	June	



ENERGY	PERFORMANCE	OF	
BUILDINGS	

•  EU	ini7a7ves:	
– Energy	Performance	of	Buildings	Direc7ve	–	being	
revised	now	



ENERGY	PERFORMANCE	OF	
BUILDINGS	

Concrete	sector’s	response	
	
•  Overall	goal:	

– Understanding	&	recogni7on	of	concrete’s	
contribu7on	to:	

•  Energy	efficiency	
•  Energy	flexibility	



ENERGY	PERFORMANCE	OF	
BUILDINGS	

•  Sector	ini7a7ves:	
– Study	by	3E	
–  Input	to	EPBD	revision	to	increase	understanding	
of	concrete’s	role	in	offering	storage	for	demand	
response,	as	part	of	the	proposed	Direc7ve’s	
“smart	readiness	indicator”	



STRUCTURAL THERMAL ENERGY STORAGE IN HEAVY 
WEIGHT BUILDINGS – ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO PROVIDE FLEXIBILITY TO THE ELECTRICITY GRID 

STUDY – BY 3E 



CONCRETE	BUILDINGS	OFFERING	FLEXIBILITY	TO	
GRID	

Source:	BPIE	



CONCRETE	BUILDINGS	OFFERING	FLEXIBILITY	TO	
GRID	





POTENTIAL	SAVINGS	



FINANCE	
•  EU	Ini7a7ves:	

– Smart	finance	for	smart	buildings	



FINANCE	
Concrete	sector	response	
	
•  Overall	goal:	

– Raise	awareness	about	value	of	concrete	when	
inves7ng	in	sustainable	construc7on	

– Gain	bemer	vision	of	financing	opportuni7es	
•  Sector	ini7a7ve:	

– Event	with	ING	on	finance	&	sustainable	
construc7on	–	October	2017	

	



WORK PLAN 2017 



WORK	PLAN	2017	
•  Five	key	areas	iden7fied	during	2016	Concrete	
Dialogue	
– Recycling	
– Energy	Efficiency	
– Finance	
– Flexible	Housing	
– Local	ini7a7ves	



CONCRETE	DIALOGUE	2017	
•  21	November,	Brussels	
•  Theme:		

– Connec7ng	people,	with	a	focus	on	infrastructure	
(transport,	energy,	telecommunica7ons…)	and	
concrete’s	essen7al	contribu7on	to	the	economy.		





CEMENT AND CONCRETE INDUSTRY: MULTIPLIER 
EFFECT ON THE ECONOMY AND THEIR 
CONTRIBUTION TO A LOW CARBON ECONOMY 

STUDY – LE BIPE / EUROCONSTRUCT 



CONTRIBUTION	OF	SECTOR	TO	ECONOMY	



CONTRIBUTION	OF	SECTOR	TO	ECONOMY	


